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MAJORITY REPORT. 


To the Honorable the Sneaker and 
Members of the Legislature : 

GENTLEMEN :—The committee appointed by your honor- 
able body to visit and examine into the affairs of the tobacco 
warehouses, beg permission to report that they have fulfilled 
the object of their mission, to the best of their ability. 

They visited each and all of the warehouses ; were received 
with very great courtesy by the inspectors and their clerks. 
They proceeded to make a general inspection of the conduct 
of each particular house, and were gratified to find the man- 
agement and ability of the inspectors manifested, in each par- 
ticular department of their respective warehouses. 

The amount of revenue returned to the State has been very 
materially augmented by the increased cost of inspection, (or 
outage.) True, the cost of labor has increased, also, but a 
large number of hands are not needed for the major portion 
of the year, and thus expenses, toa large extent, are cur- 
tailed. 

Your committee from all the obtainable information, (and 
they sought knowledge from every source from whence it 
could possibly be afforded,) are fully satisfied that the pres- 
ent system of inspection is very defective, and should be 
remedied. They have had before them letters from the lead- 
ing tobacco merchants, not only from this country, but from 
nearly the whole of Europe, and there is not in the large 
number, one single exceptional case as: to the imperfect sys- 
tem ofinspection in Baltimore city. The fault is in the law, 
not in the inspectors, for, from a personal knowledge of 
these gentlemen, your committee are satisfied they are as 
competent as any of their predecessors. 

We propose two remedies for the correction of these 
abuses. The first is, to repeal the present tobacco laws, and 
enact in lieu thereof such an one as will embrace the follow- 
ing leading features, (the details of the proposed change. 
have been written out, and handed to the honored Chairman 
on Inspections :) | 

First. There should be a penalty for false packing to be 
exacted by the inspector from the owner or agent, where the 
design is a palpable intention to defraud, but before such a 
penalty is exacted, one or more of the associated inspectors 
should be called upon to hold a survey of such hogshead or 
hogsheads, supposed to be designedly falsely packed, and 
their decision should be final. 

Second, All qualities and descriptions of tobacco, whether: 


ij 


in bundles or scraps, should be represented in the sample 
when drawn by the inspector. 

Third. There should be strictly prohibited all intercourse 
between the hands of the warehouse and the buyer, seller, 
or planter, and the inspector or his deputy should give all 
orders in relation to the opening of tobacco by the hands. 

Fourth. The entire abolition of all task-work, and the sub- 
stitution therefor a legal days work. 

Fijth. The outage on all tobacco should be one 50-100 dol- 
lars, and nomore. It is now too high ; in fact, it was never 
intended that the tobacco inspections should be a source of 
revenue to the State, to the detriment of the planters’ in- 
terest. Your committee would recommend a gradual reduc- 
tion, in the cost of inspection, so that ina short time the 
charges will be merely nominal. Maryland ought to offer 
every inducement to tobacco growers everywhere, to send 
their tobacco to this market, and the most speedy and suc- 
cessful way to attain that object would be by a reduction in 
the charges on this most important staple of produce. 

2dly. Upon the question of leasing the warehouses, there is 
a difference of opinion. The majority of the committee be- 
lieve, that under the operation of the law, as suggested above, 
the working of the houses could be carried on more economi- 
cally, and with greater satisfaction to all parties interested, 
and for the following reasons, to wit: 

Ist. The inspector would have nothing to do but inspect 
tobacco, and therefore his salary might be reduced. 

2d. The lessee would only have as many clerks and hands, 
and no more as would be necessary, for the proper conduct- 
ing of the warehouses. Now, the inspector must appoint a 
chief clerk, a receiving clerk, a shipping clerk, a weighing 
clerk, at large salaries, and hands say at $2.50 and $2.00 per 
day ; whereas, under the above suggested remodelling of the 
law, he would be enabled to obtain labor at much lower wages 
than is now paid, and pay to the State a good rental, cer- 
tainly a sum equal to the net amount now yielded by each 
warehouse. 

Your committee had at one time thought (or rather a por- 
tion of your committee) of suggesting the building of a new 
warehouse at Canton, and when the President and other offi- 
cers of the Canton Company, visited your committee, they 
were asked if they would sell enough ground of the portion, 
proposed for all the warehouses upon which to build one, and 
they replied ‘‘no,’’ the question was finally dropped, and has 
not since met with any serious consideration. 


Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY 8. DAVIS, 
| _ Chairman. 
CC. P, MONTAGUE, 
JAS. B. SANNER. 
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